North of Ireland cricket club

News Letter No 1 – 2001

Welcome to our final season at Ormeau and our final season under the NICC name.  The Cricket committee plans to make it a season to remember before the transfer to Deramore under the name of Belfast Harlequins Cricket Club.

Congratulations to our 1st X1 who got us back into Section 1 of the NCU league after our one and only season in Section 2 in 2000.  Our Captain, Stephen Dyer, and his helpers have worked very hard to get together a team that will perform well in Section 1.  We hope that all members who have any interest in cricket will turn out to support the team.  With forecasts of good weather this summer what better way to spend a sunny afternoon?  We send our best wishes to the team for a successful season.

The Cricket Committee would be pleased to hear from anyone who would like to play cricket at Ormeau this 2001 season.  Rugby, hockey or squash players would be especially welcome.  Any interested person should contact the Hon Cricket Secretary – Andrew Babington (H 90201610), any member of the Cricket Committee or the writer (H 90761696).

Website   You are reminded of the Cricket Section’s website at www.nireland.com/nicc.  It will feature results throughout the season and contains a lot of historical and current information.  It is well worth a visit.

Fred Allen   It is with deep regret that we record the death of Fred on 26 March last.  As the Club’s cricket historian he was doing great work in updating and finalising North’s cricket history.  He will be greatly missed.  We extend the Club’s deepest sympathy to his family circle.

Match Ball Sponsorship   Would you be willing to sponsor a match ball?  We need the funds very badly to help to cover the costs of our professional (which must be borne by the Cricket Section) and the cost of our Under-age coaching.  We would especially welcome support from the parents of those who will benefit from the Under-age coaching.  If you are willing to sponsor please send your donation of £50 or whatever amount you consider appropriate to the writer or to the Cricket Treasurer Andy McAskie, at the Club.

Under-age Coaching   Our new professional will again be in charge of this coaching at Ormeau.  Any boys who are interested should contact a member of the Cricket Committee or the writer for details.  They will be made very welcome.  Matches will be arranged at Under 19, Under 15 and Under 13 levels.

NCU Cup Final   Following the successful organisation of last year’s final, the 2001 fixture has again been allocated to our ground.  It will take place on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd August.  We will also host the Schools Cup Final on Wednesday 20 June.

Ireland v Australia   Without doubt the highlight of the season at Ormeau will be the visit of the Australian touring side to play Ireland on Sunday, 12  August.  A very large crowd is expected and tickets should be bought in advance.  Details later.

Cricket Week   The Ireland v Australia match will launch a special Cricket Week to mark our departure from Ormeau.  The feature of this week will be a match between NICC and MCC on Thursday, 16 August.  The MCC committee has promised to bring an attractive side from London to mark the occasion.  Other events are being planned for the week and details will be circulated later.

Brochure   The Cricket Section is producing a special brochure to mark the end of the NICC name and our departure from Ormeau.  Much research is being undertaken under the direction of Wilfie Hanna.  The late Fred Allen was also heavily involved.  I am convinced that the final product will be worth having.

Ladies Cricket   Plans are under way to form a Ladies Cricket Section at the Club.  Please watch this space for further information.

Cricket Print of Ormeau   Some copies of the limited edition print are still available at £60 each.  Prints can be ordered from the writer, from Eric Twaddell (Chairman of Cricket) or from any member of the Cricket Committee.

Professional   We extend a very hearty welcome to our new professional from Sri Lanka – Mario Suresh Villavarayan, who is a right hand bat and a right arm fast medium bowler.  We hope he will enjoy his season at Ormeau.

BRIAN FITZGERALD

PRO – NICC
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

	DATE
	Match
	Venue

	June 20                                
	Schools Cup Final                       
	Ormeau

	August 2, 3                            
	NCU Cup Final                            
	Ormeau

	August 12                              
	Ireland v Australia                       
	Ormeau

	August 16                              
	NICC v MCC                              
	Ormeau


